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arms a mysterious stag, enamoured like Leda's swan; Diane
de Poictiers, the wondrous woman of eternal youth, the
elderly Alcina, who, to charm a youthful Roger, has dis-
covered the fountain of youth; Diane de Poictiers, whom
Primaticcio's frescoes at Fontamebleau sometimes represent
as the luminous Queen of Night, and sometimes as a sombre
Hecate surrounded by eternal fires." 3l Henry's accession to
the throne gave opportunity to Diane to show all her power
over him; and this in a manner which in no other age or
country would have been possible. Though she was forty-
eight and Henry only twenty-nine, his infatuation for her was
such that he entirely resigned to her both himself and his
kingdom; a surrender sc complete that his contemporaries
credited Diane with the possession of an enchanted ring or
some other magic power.

"We are not in a natural world. This is an enchantment;
and it can only be carried out by violent spells and dramatic
strokes. The Armida of fifty years, who holds a kmg of thirty
in bonds, must daily use her magic wand.J> 32

Henry exalted fidelity to her into a virtue; all his leisure
hours were spent with her; and at her estate at Anet, "In
thickets of myrtle and roses, amidst statues, fountains, and
gushing springs, in the depths of dark and game-abounding
forests, the King leads an enchanted existence."

Catherine had none of those attractions which her rival so
potently possessed. Her charms were those of intellect only;
and though these had been strong enough to greatly please
her husband's capable father, Francis I, they had no power to
attract the duller nature of Henry. Thus there now began
for Catherine a twelve years' torment, self-repression being
her hourly task. Diane de Poictiers, created by Henry Duchess
of Valentinois, practically ruled all things. At Henry's corona-
tion she occupied the chief place; even the special taxes levied
on the accession of a new king were bestowed upon her; she
disposed of all offices, both secular and ecclesiastical; she